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Vision
Through quality education, giving hope to one child, one classroom, one corner of the world at a time.

Mission Statement
Food for Hungry Minds bridges global divides to provide high performance educational initiatives for  
disadvantaged children, empowering and inspiring them to succeed in life. 

Partnering For the Success of Children
Food for Hungry Minds schools are established to serve children living in very poor communities. In each  
location, Food for Hungry Minds brings together the resources of corporate partners and caring donors, 
strong educational institutions recognized for academic rigor and seasoned non-profits working in the  
community. The goal of the schools, which serve children from Grade 4 through Grade 6, is to provide very 
poor children with an intensive three-year, bilingual education that prepares them to succeed in good high 
schools and serve in life. Teachers work in teams, continuously improving their skills and effectiveness.  
Parents regularly invest days working in the schools. Employee volunteers tutor, play with and inspire students.

Food for Hungry Minds focuses on student achievement, tracking results in Math, English and Science with 
regular, independently-administered testing. Donors receive outcome reports of student progress. Children’s 
writing demonstrates language development and offers a glimpse into their world. Amidst all the difficulties 
children experience living in the world’s poor communities, Food for Hungry Minds graduates are succeeding  
in good high schools and demonstrating their ability to seize a better future for themselves and their families. 

Food for Hungry Minds Schools

Philippines: Metro Manila and Malolos, Bulacan
Food for Hungry Minds operates schools serving informal settler communities located in Metro Manila and 
Malolos, Bulacan. Admission is open to children in the identified communities who have completed the 3rd 
grade. The application process includes outside testing, interviews, family interview, and home visits.  
A class of promising students from high-need homes is selected. Students commit to the intensive bilingual 
program. Families agree to volunteer hours each month in school. 

In the 2011-12 school year, the Manila school served 76 children and the Malolos school, 80 children in  
4th – 6th grades. Among their achievements were:

■■   For the third year in a row, the Metro Manila Hungry Minds Grade 6 students topped the National 
Achievement Tests (NAT) scores among private schools in the Makati district.

■■   94% of Hungry Minds elementary admissions finished high school in four years. 

■■   Graduates were admitted to competitive high schools like the University of St. Thomas and Manila Science. 

In July, 2011, an international gathering of Hungry Minds educational leaders asked this question: What 
character traits enable students from very poor communities to thrive and contribute? With additional staff 
input, we articulated Hungry Minds’ desire to develop students who demonstrate an: 

■■ EMPOWERED MIND – academically-equipped for success in high school and beyond 

■■ GRATEFUL HEART – realistically aware and humbly appreciative of gifts and talents 

■■ RESILIENT SPIRIT – able to keep hope alive and to find joy in the midst of adversity 

■■ INFORMED WILL – courageous in seeking options and making life-giving choices 

… who engages in life-giving relationships and chooses wholeness and fullness of life for all.

Board of Directors

Friends of Hungry Minds

Michael Dickoff, Retired Partner 
Accenture

David Larson, Retired EVP 
Cargill

Kaye O’Leary, Principal 
Tevera Consulting

Elisa Johnson 
Cargill

Laura Boyd, SVP 
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 

Candice de Ausen, Principal 
Food for Hungry Minds School 
Philippines

Al Johnson, VP, Global Services 
Cargill

Elisa Johnson, Sr. Performance Consultant 
UnitedHealth Group

Margaret Koch, Founder/President 
Food for Hungry Minds

Kaye Rogers O’Leary, Partner 
Tevera Consulting 

Wayne Popham, Secretary 
Popham Law

Balki Radhakrishnan, Head of  
Marketing – Asia 
Cereal Partners Worldwide 

Karen Rusthoven, Founder/Principal 
Community of Peace Academy

Karen Van Lith, CEO 
MakeMusic



Hungry
Minds

FOOD FOR

www.foodforhungryminds.org

Talent is universal. Opportunity is not.

Food for Hungry Minds  |  3108 Chicago Avenue  |  Minneapolis, MN 55407  |  612.819.8810

2011-12 Annual Report (continued)

Student ViewpointsHonduras: El Calan, Villanueva
After a series of difficult challenges, a decision was made to close the Honduran Hungry Minds school in 
November, 2011. Developing and sustaining a school that propels the educational achievement of poor  
children is a difficult and complicated enterprise. In Honduras, barriers developed that could not be 
overcome. Local government requirements did not align sufficiently with the requirements of a successful 
Hungry Minds initiative. In addition, after the tragic death of a local early benefactor, the broad coalition of 
committed supporters needed to sustain a successful local Hungry Minds did not materialize. The US Hungry 
Minds board documented a wide range of learning that will inform future efforts to plant HM in a different 
cultural and political environment. We are grateful to all those who contributed to this enterprise, especially 
to Cargill for its sustained financial, security, and organizational support.

Food for Hungry Minds Graduate High School Support and Scholarships

The goal of Hungry Minds is to provide educational interventions that break the cycle of poverty. Hungry 
Minds staff works to match children graduating from the elementary program with high schools appropriate 
to their abilities. In Manila, some competitive scholarship schools can be found. These range from a 5-year 
technical high school, ERDA, to the Manila Science. Even with these options, Hungry Minds families often 
need support for transportation, project expenses, and sometimes even food.  Other students need help with 
tuition, as well. In Bulacan, scholarship schools are not available. To keep future opportunities open, funds 
are raised for tuition and expenses so graduates can attend good high schools. 

The Hungry Minds families live life on the edge. Our Graduate Coordinator is crucial to the sustained  
success of graduates. Regular sessions bring scholars together. Relationships sustain students as they adjust 
to schools where most students have far easier access to resources. Some graduates stay involved tutoring 
younger HM students. Others gather to work together in community service projects. 

These ongoing relationships bring to light in real time challenges that arise. Students receive support 
overcome barriers and stay on track: a student is losing weight, spending his lunch funds to make outstanding 
projects; a college admission is put on hold because a student cannot pass a health screening without a 
complete set of dentures; students waiting for a turn at a community internet café do not feel safe. With 
the support of the Graduate Coordinator, students and parents find ways around barriers like these. In  
2011-12, 117 high school scholars received direct financial support from Hungry Minds. 

Hungry Minds College Scholars 
The Hungry Minds Graduate Coordinator also counsels graduating high school seniors on college options 
and shepherds them through the admissions process. As possible, students apply for scholarship beyond 
Hungry Minds. Students have qualified for De La Salle University and SM scholarships. One student attended 
a university on a partial work scholarship. Even where tuition is minimal, few Hungry Minds families can 
afford the cost of books, projects, and transportation that college success requires. 

Making a Contribution That Lasts 
Employees at the global software company, Navitaire, provided a model of creativity and global partnership 
in their annual campaign in support of Hungry Minds scholars. At the end of 2011, employee teams created 
videos to tell the Hungry Minds story. Children talked with employees at school. Parents were interviewed in 
the community. In one video, students role played an office meeting, envisioning themselves in future  
careers. The video created were posted online. Colleagues around the world voted for their favorite with 
dollars, pounds, pesos and other currencies. At the year-end party, executives handed out prizes. While  
enjoying a chance to celebrate their colleagues’ creativity and the difference the company is making for 
kids, global Navitaire colleagues successfully raised funds to support many high school scholars.

This year marked the passing of an early Hungry Minds champion and long-time supporter of Hungry Minds, 
Tom Grudnowski. Tom will be missed by many. His legacy lives on in the very different futures ahead for 
classes of Hungry Minds children. The continuing support of Hungry Minds by his family and friends  
continues this Grudnowski legacy. 

I am writing, paying attention, learn-
ing many things like facts and opinion, 
advanced tenses, advanced lessons in 
mathematics. And our classroom is in 
peace. — Jessa Mae, Grade 5

Here in Hungry Minds I learn to be a 
good child because our teachers teach us 
to do things honestly, to be sensitive, not 
to interrupt, to give up put-downs, and 
to respect people. — Jerome, Grade 5

When I entered Hungry Minds my 
classmates and I were provided with 
delicious foods. It is not just delicious. It 
is also healthy. Now that I am here, I am 
healthier. — Francyne, Grade 6

We don’t have enough money to buy 
things, but Hungry Minds came to help 
me. I am thankful that God gave us a 
blessing that Hungry Minds gave us a 
chance to be a scholar. — Jgion, Grade 6

Now I am in my fourth year of high 
school, ready for work, ready for college. 
Hungry Minds paved the way for me. 
Thanks a lot. — John Renz, 4th Year High 
School Scholar 

Being a college student is like having a 
thorn in my head due to peer pressure, 
very strict professors, and time man-
agement challenges. But there is relief 
every time I remember that I am a Food 
for Hungry Minds School Scholar. 
 — Vincent, 1st Year College Scholar
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Financial Position and Activities FY 2011-12*
ASSETS

Current Assets

Cash ....................................................................................................................................................................97,690

Contributions Receivable in One Year .....................................................................................................90,000

Total Current Assets ...............................................................................................................................187,690

Other Assets

Contributions Receivable in 2-5 Years ....................................................................................................10,000

Total Assets...............................................................................................................................................197,690

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities ...........................................................................................................................................526

Net Assets

Unrestricted .................................................................................................................................................. (75,836)

Temporarily Restricted .............................................................................................................................. 273,000

Total Net Assets .......................................................................................................................................197,164

Total Liabilities and Net Assets ...........................................................................................................197,690

ACTIVITIES

Unrestricted Net Assets

Support and Revenue

Contributions ............................................................................................................................................... 137,309

Investment Income .......................................................................................................................................... 1,080

Total Support and Revenue ..................................................................................................................138,389

Net Assets Released from Restrictions ....................................................................................................... 225,000

Expenses

Program Services ......................................................................................................................................... 341,642

Management and General ..........................................................................................................................16,545

Fundraising ......................................................................................................................................................12,545

Total Expenses .........................................................................................................................................370,732

Increase (Decrease) in Unrestricted Net Assets .................................................................................(7,343)

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets

Contributions ......................................................................................................................................................... (47,000)

Net Assets Released from Restrictions ....................................................................................................(225,000)

Increase in Temporarily Restricted Net Assets .......................................................................................(272,000)

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets .............................................................................................................(279,943)

Net Assets, Beginning of Year .......................................................................................................................476,507

Net Assets, End of Year ...................................................................................................................................197,164

* Fiscal year: May 1 – April 30 
Figures from the independent audit provided by Lethert, Skwira, Schultz & Co., LLP
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Class Donors 
Mike and Betsy Dickoff 
Tom and Mary Grudnowski 
David and Janis Larson 
Cargill 
General Mills 
Kendrick B. Melrose Donor Advised Fund of the 
Minneapolis Foundation 
Navitaire  

Scholar Champions 
Bruce and Karlene Green 
Elisa Johnson 
Katherine Lindley 
Kaye O’Leary 
Marshall and Eileen Williams 
Karen Rusthoven 
John and Ashton Grudnowski Fund of  
the Minneapolis Foundation 
Aronis Family Foundation  

Scholar Sponsors 
David Bartz 
David Baxter 
Rachel Chord 
J. M. Edmondson
Greg Hammock 
Sterling Hanks 
Terry Hornbaker 
John and Lois Jordan 
Jim and Margie Koch 
Andrew Koch 
Elisabeth Landry 
Mark and Cindy Leaming 
Jeffrey Leuth 
Mark and Sandy Lindley 
Chuck and Kerry Maahs 
Kathy Murphy 
Lydia Olchoff 
Steven Patterson 
Brent and Victoria Peterson-Hilleque 
Norman Rickeman 
Warren and Harriet Stephens 
Michael Stern 
Lisa Vannelli 
Rich and Cheryl Monroe Family Fund 

Scholar Supporters 
Ann Janelle Abayon 
Irfan Afonsiem 
Mariya Ali 
Laurie Allen 
Emmanuel Amu 
Thomas and Diane Arenberg 
Sam Ashworth 
Angela Barbee 
James Barney 
Dean Barr 
Pamela Bayrack 
Ryan Behnke 
Ryan Behr 
Susan Benites 
Mary Beth 
Mike Birkeland 
David Black 
Enid Blount 
Kurt Blumberg 
Dave Bohn 
Sharon Borkowski 
Zerin Brewer 
Mary Byers 
Ignacio Cardenas 
Weston Cerny 
Satpal Chahal 
Wilkenson Chua 
Chad Clark 
Wendy Claydon 
Mark Cobb 
Liz Coke 
Kristi Costa 
Sam Coverston 
Grant Covington 
Pauline Croy 
Karl Dai 
Edgar and Marivic de Ausen 
Sandra Dee 
Pam Deml 
Vujovich Design Build 
Tom Deutsch 
Roger DeZoysa 
Mary Diaz 
Kevin Dolechek 
Sean Dristoll 

David Drysdale 
Gregory Dube 
Kayla Dye 
Dave Dygert  
Ken Ebert 
Scott and Della Edstrom 
Stephen Epp 
D.P. Evans 
Gordon Evans 
Robert Fass 
Gretchen Fegel 
Tara Fellman 
Keith Finkelson 
Andrew Folk 
Geoffrey Freayne 
Elizabeth Fredette 
Jessica Frick 
Eric Frome 
Diana Ganal 
Sabz Gardner 
Jenny Giesler 
Wilbert Go 
L. Steven and Mary Goldstein 
Katie Goldstein 
Ronald Goldstein 
Ken Gould 
Rob Greene 
Kim Greene 
Walter Gren 
Anoushka Haas 
Sophie Hallett 
Matthew Hanson 
Erik Hanson 
Shelby Hanson 
Jill Heimer 
Jason Helgeson 
Chris Henson 
Dan Hess 
Xing Chu Yang Heu 
Dee Hoang 
Sherri Hodnefield 
Trisha Hudson 
Sandra Huonder 
Omar Ismail 
Jeff Jaeger 

2011-2012 Donors
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2011-2012 Donors

Scholar Supporters (continued) 
Payawal Jasel 
Mike Johnston 
Lostica Jona 
Lynn Jones 
Aaron and Elizabeth Jordan-Sirila 
William Jurewicz 
Brian Kalscheuer 
Rahid Karim  
Rene Knaphus 
Josh Korpi 
Darlene Kostrub 
Gary Kulas 
Scott Kulbeik 
Susie and Hart Kuller 
David Lahert 
Rob Lambert 
Lisa Landry 
Dan Larson 
Travis Larson 
Christopher Lee 
Scott Lee 
Jason Lemieux 
Cara Lenker 
Roxanne Lindquist 
Fiona Liu 
Trinil Joy Macasa 
Julie Madigan 
Jerry Madsen 
Mohammad Mahmood 
Sean Manalili 
Anthony Matua 
Becky Maus 
Lara Mayugba 
Aaron McCombs 
Adam McConnell 
Stuart McDowell 
Claude Mecham 
Thomas Mehl 
John Melder 
Ulises Mendez 
Chuck Miller 
Mark Miron 
Aisha Mohamud 
Holly Monson 
Adrianne Morse 

Kim Mrozinski 
Tom Mundt 
Anthony Murray 
Patrick Muylaert 
Kristel Mae Naungayan 
Chris Nelson 
Dave Nerdin 
Don Neumann 
B. E. Noffsinger 
Mark Anthony Odtohan 
Matt Okerman 
Callie Olson 
Jesse Olson 
Russ Orcutt 
Berlina Panganiban 
Raymond Panganiban 
Aaron Peck 
Amy Peschong 
Clint Peschong 
Rosalie Phillips 
Tom and Joanne Pritzker 
T.B. Pritzker 
Aleem Qureshi 
Mukundhan Ramaswami 
Mark Ranft 
Bharath Rangarajan 
Randall Reese 
Robyn Rhode 
Joan Rodil 
John Roehl 
David Rooke 
Lars Rundquist 
Luke Rupnow 
Michael Rusinko 
Dave Sanders 
Dean Schaefer 
Dan Schmitt 
Marella Sebring 
Alice Shih 
Raelynn Sink 
Tom Smith 
Kristen Smith 
Ray Solomon 
Crystal Sprenkel 
Brain Stai 

Jason Standing 
Krista Stanley 
W. Chris Stirlen 
Kyle Stromberg 
Jeff Sullivan 
J.M Sunquist 
Tami Swenson 
Aimee Rowena Sy 
Destiny Szech 
Dustin Szech 
Michael Tabbert 
Carolyn Tan 
Mark Thiede 
Brett Thompson 
Jessica Thury 
Christopher Torta 
Curtis Totten 
Robert Tregillis 
Andrea Unsworth 
Meilan Valmadrid 
Tom Van Osten 
Dwayne VanStrom 
Natalie Vaughan 
Jerome and Lisa Wachowiak 
John Warren 
James Wedge 
Sam Welle 
Lindsay Wenner 
Jay Westerlund 
Neil Whitaker 
Nathan Whitcomb 
Mitch Wiczek 
Drew Wiczek 
Andrew Willette 
James Willits 
Harry Wong 
Welsley Wong 
Jeremy Woolever 
Peter Zhang 
Pam and Charles Grossman Family Fund
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